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Softball shines in weekend tournament 


Cal State Fullerton finished 
the Titan Classic going 4-1 
in season opening games. 


ADAM MALDONADO 
Editor 
TALIA CANTLEY 
Staff Writer 


The defending four-time Big 
West champions returned to the 
Anderson Family Field on Sun- 
day as they hosted the annual 
Titan Classic. 

Over the course of four days, 
the Titans found themselves at 
the conclusion of the tourna- 
ment with an overall record of 
4-1 with victories over Middle 
Tennessee, San Jose State, Utah 
State and Loyola Marymount 
University. 

“Truthfully, I was as sick of 
practice as they were. We were 
ready. You put the uniform on 
and get under the lights, I don’t 
have to motivate them,’ said 
head coach Kelly Ford follow- 
ing the tournament. 

Their lone loss suffered over 
the weekend was handed by the 
University of the Pacific on Sat- 
urday night. 

Fullerton began the weekend 
with a victory over Middle Ten- 
nessee on Thursday, 13-5. Se- 
nior Zoe Richard sparked the 
Titans’ bats in the first inning 
with a three-run home run to 
give them the lead. 

Richard finished the opening 
night as she went two for three, 
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Pitcher Dani Martinez tossed a complete game in the Titan Classic against Loyola Marymount University on Feb. 9th at Anderson Family Field. 


which included two home runs 
and four RBIs. 

Middle Tennessee eventually 
clawed its way back into con- 
tention at 5-5 in the top of the 
fourth with a two-run RBI tri- 
ple by Kelci Hill. The Titans’ 
bats erupted in the bottom half 
of the inning as they added sev- 
en runs to the scoring column 
and subdued the Blue Raiders’ 
threats. 

Friday night’s game against 


San Jose State followed with 
another victory that was not 
decided until the final at-bat. 
Tied, 3-3, heading into the bot- 
tom of the seventh inning, se- 
nior Kelsi Whitmore stepped 
up to the plate and on the first 
pitch of the final frame. Whit- 
more belted a walkoff homerun 
to left field and sealed the 4-3 
victory. 

Saturday presented CSUF 
with a doubleheader against 


Utah State and Pacific where 
they were able to split the two 
matches. 

Against Utah State, the Ti- 
tans defeated the Aggies, 6-2. 
CSUF’s Sophie Frost took to 
the circle for the game going the 
first four innings scoreless, and 
only allowed a single runner to 
reach second base. After she 
gave up a run in the fifth, she 
was succeeded by Dani Marti- 
nez, 2019’s Big West Freshman 


Pitcher of the Year, who record- 
ed six strikeouts while giving 
up one run to finish the game. 

“My big thing is breathing, 
taking one pitch and one breath 
at a time. I just stay within my- 
self and trust my teammates,” 
Martinez said following the 
weekend outings. “Our hitting 
was super good. I felt like ev- 
eryone had an attack mentality 
in the batter’s box.” 
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SWANA students call for support 


Members of the new 
club want visibility and 
representation on campus. 


JIYO CAYABYAB 
Staff Writer 


A new organization at Cal 
State Fullerton this semester 
is the Southwest Asian North 
African club, more commonly 
known as SWANA. SWANA 
is a decolonial word that rep- 
resents people from Southwest 
Asia and North Africa. 

The SWANA club official- 
ly registered as an organiza- 
tion this January, with 80 stu- 
dents signing up to join at 
Discoverfest. 

It all started with a SWA- 
NA Week hosted by a group 
of students last October, which 
brought attention to the com- 
munity on campus. 

“We just started the SWANA 
club after the SWANA week, 
so we realized that there’s a 
really big community on cam- 
pus and not all of them fell 
under SJP, LSC or Iransi, so 
there was that floating major- 
ity, from that we decided to do 
the SWANA club,” said Mary 
Chammas, president of the 
SWANA club. 

The organization hopes to 
continue to represent their cul- 
tures through various events 
this semester. Chammas said 
SWANA will likely be collab- 
orating with Arab organiza- 
tions on an event at the Beck- 
er Amphitheater this April, in 
celebration of Arab heritage 
month.“We are very proud of 
our heritage and our culture, 
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and we love getting to know 
other SWANA people, it’s in 
our blood. Knowing more peo- 
ple that understand you, they 
understand your culture, they 
understand a lot of things about 
you, because we’re so similar,” 
said Omar Alnuaimi, SWANA 
vice president. 


Chammas said SWA- 
NA week meant a lot to the 
community. 


“It felt like we were doing 
something the school should 
have done for us,” Chammas 
said. “Just seeing people com- 
fortable in the environment 
they are in and showing them 
that even though the school 
doesn’t show the support, there 
are students on campus who 
are here to help you feel at 
home” 

Other members of the club 
echoed her statements, want- 
ing the university to show more 
support. “SWANA students, in 
general, aren’t really represent- 
ed in the census when com- 
ing to Cal State Universities, 
so I think it’s really import- 
ant for us students to speak up 
and fight for our visibility on 
campus,’ said Seleena Muk- 
bel, the club’s public relations 
representative. 

Lulu, who asked her last 
name not be used, is the com- 
munity engagement lead at the 
Asian Pacific American Re- 
source Center, and said stu- 
dents volunteer to host SWA- 
NA week and other events for 
free to represent themselves. 

“We do not have staff sup- 
port or anything like that as 
students, and so we came here 
and we did everything that 


we can to represent ourselves, 
I think now it’s time for the 
school to extend their hand and 
bring us in like they should 
have since the first day,’ Lulu 
said. 

Although the university has 
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made arrangements for the 
SWANA community to use the 
Asian Pacific American Re- 
source Center, students said 
the space is not big enough for 
the community. 

“Often times, we have to tell 
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SWANA students to leave the 
center because they are block- 
ing walkways and creating fire 
hazards and accessibility is- 
sues,” Lulu said. 
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Bayan Zehlif (left), Sarah Nabhani (right) and Omar Alnuaimi (behind) at SWANA’s Discoverfest table on Jan. 30. 


Review: A night of victory and defeat at the Oscars 
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Filmmakers rejoice through 
cinemas celebration of story- 
telling at the annual Academy 
Awards, this Feb. 9. 
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Opinion: The racism surrounding the coronavirus 


As the number of people 
affected by the virus grows, 
some use it as a chance to 
single out Asian people. 
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Understanding trauma in the Latinx communit 
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DesStigmatize mental health. 
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Founder of Latinx Therapy Adriana Alejandre educated students on trauma in the Latinx community on Saturday. 


Speaker Adriana Alejandre 
debunked myths about 
mental health on Saturday. 


ELIZABETH TOVAR 
Staff Writer 


Advocates say Latinx people 
beset by cultural mental health 
stigmas need a specialized ap- 
proach when seeking help — one 
that incorporates their identity. 

Cal State Fullerton’s counsel- 
ing departments have embarked 
on an ongoing effort to address 
that, with a program aimed at in- 
forming students of the impor- 
tance of cultural competence and 
how to incorporate their Latinx 
identity into their therapy work. 

As part of that effort, the De- 
partment of Counseling and 
Graduate Counseling Student 
Association invited Adriana 
Alejandre, founder and creator 
of Latinx Therapy, to speak on 
trauma in the Latinx Community 
last Saturday. 

The event was part of the 


department’s ongoing program, 
known officially as Animo — 
a program aimed at improving 
mental health resources to the 
Latinx community by focusing 
on what the current resources 
are missing. The program teach- 
es students to be culturally-com- 
petent and to use Spanish to im- 
prove their practice. 

“They focus on different ele- 
ments of the Latinx communi- 
ty and how culture can help us 
connect to our clients and how 
it can also influence the way that 
they view the world,” said Nao- 
mi Tapia, a marriage and family 
therapy trainee for the counsel- 
ing graduate program at CSUF. 

Alejandre’s practice is focused 
on trauma psychotherapy and she 
specializes in teens and adults 
struggling with anxiety, depres- 
sion and PTSD. Being Mexican 
and Guatemalan, she said she 
understands cultural stigmas 
around mental health that might 
prevent the Latinx community 
from seeking professional help. 

Her ability to combine her 


trauma expertise with her Lat- 
inx identity allowed her to mod- 
ify her practice for her clients’ 
needs. 

“Within our culture, people 
tend to think that emotional and 
psychological and verbal abuse is 
not a big trauma, but in my book 
it is,’ said Alejandre. 

One reason why the Latinx 
needs specialized help is that 
there are significant cultural dif- 
ferences that affect their worl- 
dview, said Alejandre. Some 
values that Latinx hold dear to 
them are family, spirituality 
and respecting authority. Com- 
munication tends to be indirect, 
machismo and marianismo is 
prevalent, and their collectivis- 
tic ties are deeply rooted within 
their relationships. 

“I found it, for my own per- 
sonal therapy, very confusing, 
difficult and stressful when a 
therapist once told me I need to 
get away from my family,” Ale- 
jandre said. “I didn’t go back 
because I felt like, ‘She’s from 
a different culture. She’s not 


going to understand. I’m going 
to seem like I’m defiant with my 
treatment.” 

However, some of those cul- 
tural values prevent people from 
receiving help. 

“Some individuals see religion 
as the only way to heal. It’s great 
to use, but it can’t be the only 
way,’ Alejandre said. 

Alejandre continued the dis- 
cussion by explaining the com- 
mon myths in Latinx culture. 
The most unrealistic myth is that 
crying is a sign of weakness. 

“Imagine a soda bottle and ev- 
ery single problem is a shake. If 
that cap isn’t being open to re- 
lieve pressure within, it’s going 
to explode. Humans are the exact 
same way,” Alejandre said. 

Alejandre was able to identi- 
fy some commonalities in Latinx 
children’s experiences that can 
lead to trauma. 

Some of them relate to social 
issues such as discrimination, 
system injustices and class con- 
flict. Others relate varying par- 
ent dynamics: being home alone 
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while parents are working, par- 
ents coming in and out of jail, 
parents with anger issues, not 
knowing who the biological par- 
ents are and being kicked out 
of the house, to trauma. Then 
there’s sexual, physical and ver- 
bal abuse that can also lead to 
trauma. 

Workshops like Alejandre’s 
strive to end the stigma on men- 
tal health. 

“It’s okay to ask for help. 
You’re not weak if you ask for 
help. Mental illness is not a joke. 
If it goes untreated, it will have 
really long-lasting impacts on 
your life,” Tapia said. 

The audience comprised of 
current and future health care 
providers who also are striving to 
support the Latinx community. 

“You want to be that person 
that helps them believe in them- 
selves and strive to be above the 
prejudice and barriers that are 
often placed on folks or peo- 
ple of color,’ said Mary Mosier, 
a licensed family and marriage 
family therapist. 


Senate talks solutions to campus smoking 


Members of Academic 
Senate discussed how to 
keep CSUF smoke free. 


EDER RAMIREZ 
Editor 


Cal State Fullerton’s Academ- 
ic Senate has already started grap- 
pling with a number of campus is- 
sues this semester, including ways 
to improve the enforcement of the 
campus’ smoking ban and wheth- 
er or not university officials should 
transition student opinion ques- 
tionnaires to a completely online 
format. 

The Academic Senate is a poli- 
cy-making board comprised of fac- 
ulty members who discuss and con- 
ceive policies on curriculum and 
academic standards, including fac- 
ulty and campus related matters. 

At their bi-monthly meeting in 
the Pollak Library last Thursday, 
Senator Kristy Kanel brought up a 
recent incident where she confront- 
ed smokers on campus and asked 
them to take it elsewhere. 

“So when you walk up there, 
there’s like a small group down the 
back of (the building), and I (talked 
to) them. I said ‘you all must be new 
here, you didn’t realize this is a no 
smoking campus, I’m sure,” Kanel 
said. 

Kanel continued to describe how 
the people she met on campus gave 
her strange looks as they ignored 
her and forced her to walk away 
from the scene with suppressed 
frustration. 

“If we're gonna have a no 


smoking policy, shouldn’t we en- 
force it?” Kanel said. 

Senators also approved a motion 
to delay any complete overhaul of 
the way colleges distribute student 
opinion questionnaires, which are 
currently either distributed in class 
or through an online web engine 
called ClassClimate. 

The questionnaires are meant 
to give students an opportunity to 
provide faculty with feedback on 
courses and ways to improve their 
instruction. They will continue to 
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be distributed in both formats, de- 
pending on which format the col- 
lege chooses, after board members 
unanimously delayed any vote on 
completely moving the question- 
naires online to next semester. 

After a motion by Senator Amir 
Dabirian, vice president for Infor- 
mation Technology, the proposal to 
move the questionnaires online will 
be sent back to the Senate’s Faculty 
Affairs Committee. 

Any vote on the prospect of com- 
pletely-online questionnaires is set 


bacanae 


mi 


. ¥ a 
“ 
A og >= 


back by a semester or longer, de- 
pending on when the committee 
decides. 

“We want all students to do (Stu- 
dent Opinion Questionnaires). As a 
faculty member, it’s very helpful to 
me,” Dabirian said in an earlier Jan. 
23 meeting. 

Dabirian said there is a lack of 
student participation with online 
questionnaires, which are always 
filled out by fewer students than the 
paper printouts in class. 

“T brought to the senate that if 


(they) want to have more partici- 
pation, we could use more techno- 
logical things in there to have the 
students know about this so they 
can do the SOQs,” Dabirian said. 
“We can be more dynamic and cre- 
ate a technological way to tell the 
students, “You haven’t finished it, 
please go ahead and do it’ Those 
are the kinds of things we haven't 
implemented.” 

The next Academic Senate meet- 
ing is slated for Feb. 20, in PLN-130 
from 11:30p.m. 
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President Fram Virjee (right) and Interim Associate Vice President for Academic Programs Pamella Oliver at an Academic Senate meeting on Jan. 23. 
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Bringing past students back home 


Students shared ways to 
strengthen connections 
with former Titans. 


JESSICA BENDA 
Editor 


Staff members from the Office 
of Alumni Engagement attended 
the Associated Students Board of 
Directors meeting to emphasize 
the importance of alumni relations 
and gather student feedback on 
Tuesday. 


Justin Gerboc, director for 


Alumni and Campus Communi- 
ties, outlined a revised strategic 
plan intended to improve the uni- 
versity relations with alumni. The 
plan is aimed to increase alum- 
ni participation to support student 


success, providing enhanced 
alumni experiences and connec- 
tion, and strengthening alumni 
advocacy. 

“Our board developed that 
strategic plan and became really 
proud of it because they now know 
they have a much clearer sense of 
how they can stay connected and 
support the university in a mean- 
ingful way,” Gerboc said. 

He was accompanied by Justine 
Budisantoso, a student outreach 
specialist, who brought up activi- 
ties such as Dinner with 12 Titans, 
an event where students attend a 
meal hosted by an alumnus and 
the Titan Pro Network. 

“My sole purpose is to make 
sure we have a connection between 
our students and our alumni,” Bu- 
disantoso said. “Even recent grads 


count as alumni; even if they grad- 
uated last year.” 

Board members were encour- 
aged to share feedback regarding 
alumni outreach and improving 
relations between current and for- 
mer students. 

College of the Arts represen- 
tative Leslie Aguirre brought up 
alumni participation at Inter-Club 
Council meetings and the impor- 
tance of alumni ambassadors. 

“T think not only bringing your- 
selves, a great presentation and 
swag, but I think connecting with 
those students and having them 
present too,” Aguirre said. 

Wendy Barillas, representative 
for the College of Health and Hu- 
man Development, echoed Agu- 
irre’s sentiments and said that her 
Inter-Club Council enjoys alumni 
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panels. 

“I know we have alumni that 
like to get involved,” Barillas said. 
“Maybe for the next year, the col- 
lege ICCs (can) try to do another 
panel so students can ask, ‘How 
did you get to the point where you 
are?” 

Senior year brings events like 
the Grad BBQ and the Titan Top 
Takeover, which are both cele- 
brations of the seniors’ accom- 
plishments. Gerboc asked for sug- 
gestions to help students who are 
struggling or have not seriously 
considered graduation and allow 
them to graduate on time. 

Brittany Cook, the board trea- 
surer and secretary, said her sec- 
ond and third years in college 
were the hardest. 

“For me, being connected with 


Justin Gerboc and Wendy Barillas presented their plan to strenghten university-alumni relationships at Tuesday's Associated Students meeting. 


the people in my field was most 
important,’ Cook said. “Just some- 
one telling me that it was okay to 
feel what I was feeling and giv- 
ing me that motivation; that’s what 
kept me from dropping out and 
staying with my major.” 

Isaac Gonzalez, chief commu- 
nications officer, pointed out that 
students in Inter-Club Councils 
and other clubs are students who 
want to get involved. 

“T think you all have taken it to 
the next level, and now it’s in re- 
gards of careerwise, connecting 
with alumni and everything be- 
cause everyone’s on the same page 
of wanting to get to that next lev- 
el and wanting to get involved,” 
Gonzalez said. “What could 
CSUF give them to make sure 
they graduate?” 
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Culture: SWANA DAILY @ TITAN 


celebrates heritage 
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Lulu said students from the 
community have expressed that 
they do not feel welcome or rep- 
resented because they don’t have 
a space to call their own. 

“We cannot put the burden of 
representing an entire part of the 
world on the Asian Pacific Amer- 
ican Resource Center. They’re 
two different parts of the world. 
Throwing in SWANA under the 
APARC umbrella is not just add- 
ing one country, it’s adding an 
entire region,’ Lulu said. 

This past weekend, members 
of the club and the South West 
Asian and North African com- 
munity took to social media to 


announce an open demonstration 
at the ASI town hall meeting this 
Wednesday. The meeting will 
take place at the Titan Student 
Union Grand Stairs from 11:00 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

The students will be calling 
for their own resource center and 
more recognition and have asked 
others, SWANA or not, to join 
them in solidarity. 

The announcement came days 
after a campus-wide email from 
President Fram Virjee regard- 
ing a new multi-year anti-rac- 
ism and _ anti-bias initiative, 
“to improve our campus cli- 
mate with accountability and 
transparency.” 


EDITORIAL 


Editor-in-Chief 
Jordan Mendoza 
Senior Editors 
Kristina Garcia 
Kim Pham 
Brandon Pho 


News Editors 
Jessica Benda 
Eder Ramirez 
News Assistants 
Karina Gutierrez 
Leticia Perez 
Celeste Sharp 
Diana Tran 


Sports Editors 
Kason Clark 
Adam Maldonado 


Director Of Advertising 


Sports Assistants 
Jose Flores 
Tameka Poland 
Omar Sanchez 
Bryan Valladares 
Carlos Vega 
Opinion Editor 
Rebecca Mena 
Opinion Assistants 
Jessica Bernal 
Eliza Green 


Lifestyle Editors 
Anthony Robledo 
Briana Torres 
Lifestyle Assistants 
Taylor Arrey 

Carly Sablan 
Nicole Trinidad 
Danny Venegas 


Marketing Coordinators 


Copy Editors 
Stepheny Gehrig 
Elise Peregrin 
Copy Assistants 
Dimitra Doiphode 
Charlotte Kong 
Hollyn Littlefield 
Layout Editor 
Alexander Alvarado 
Layout Assistant 
Mary DeFranco 
Photo Editors 
Wendy Hernandez 
Therese Lim 


Photo Assistant 
Hailey Breitenhirt 


Account Executives 


Social Media Editors 
Lydia Kelley 

Lauren Wong 

Social Media Assistants 
Soumya Bandreddi 
Billy Huynh 
Illustrators 

Ariana Gutierrez 
Cindy Proafio 
Illustrator Assistants 
Alex Bosserman 
Huyen Tran Tran 
Multimedia Editor 
Jonathan Phan 


Multimedia Assistants 
Travis Jepeway 
Olivia Hawkins 
Mariah Sanchez 


Faculty Adviser 
Walter Baranger 


Student Accountant 


Jay Barrozo Alex Muir Everistus Alaka John Balestreri 
Myriah Epino 

Phuc Tran 
Graphic Designers 


Alex Bosserman 


Assistant Director Isabel Cambiaso 


Emily Elpedes 


Distribution Manager 


Lesli Hernandez Jake Hwang-Twigg 


Josafat Rubio 
Eduardo Callentano 
Dima Rafoul 
Courtney Lambe 
Brea Miller 


Marketing Manager 
Sydney Davis 


Faculty Adviser 
Michelle Kurland 


1) 
= 
2 
= 
ce 
Lud 
=> 
Q 
<x 


Sarah Fong 
Makenzie Van Vooren 


(657) 278-5815 editorinchief@dailytitan.com 
(657) 278-4415 news@dailytitan.com 

(657) 278-3149 sports@dailytitan.com 

(657) 278-4411 ads@dailytitan.com 


Editor-in-Chief 
News Line 


Sports Line 


CONTACT 


Advertising 


FOR THE RECORD 


It is Daily Titan policy to correct factual errors printed in the publication. Corrections will be published on the subsequent 
issue after an error is discovered and will appear on page 3. Errors on the Opinion page will be corrected on that page. 
Corrections will also be made to the online version of the article. 


Please contact Editor-in-Chief Jordan Mendoza at (657) 278-5815 or at editorinchief@dailytitan.com to report any errors. 


(AP © Copyright Daily Titan 2019 All Rights Reserved 


The Daily Titan is a student publication, printed every Monday through Thursday. The Daily Titan operates independently 
of Associated Students, Inc. College of Communications, CSUF administration and the CSU. The Daily Titan has functioned 
as a public forum since inception. Unless implied by the advertising party or otherwise stated, advertising in the Daily 
Titan is inserted by commercial activities or ventures identified in the advertisements themselves and not by the university. 
Such printing is not to be construed as written or implied sponsorship, endorsement or investigation of such commercial 
enterprises. The Daily Titan allocates one issue to each student for free. 


JIYO CAYABYAB / DAILY TITAN 


SWANA club members (from left to right) Seleena Mukbel, Dina Bdwani, 
Mary Chammas, and Lulu in the Asian Pacific American Resource Center. 
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4 Sports 


UC Davis made 11 
3-pointers on Saturday to 
best Fullerton, 87-81. 


KASON CLARK 
Editor 


A barrage of three-pointers 
doomed the Cal State Fullerton 
men’s basketball team in an 87-81 
loss to the UC Davis Aggies at Ti- 
tan Gym on Saturday night. 

The Aggies got their hot shoot- 
ing going early as they made eight 
3-pointers on 66.7% shooting in the 
first half. Even though they only 
took four 3-point attempts in the 
second half, they were still effi- 
cient shooting 75% from beyond the 
arc. 

“They played with an unbeliev- 
able pace,” said CSUF head coach 
Dedrique Taylor. “They got into a 
rhythm early in the game and it was 
just hard for us to recover.” 

Even though the Titans shot 
45.5% from the field, they only 
went 5-19 from the 3-point line. 
They outrebounded the Aggies, 36- 
26, and shot more free throws, but 
the difference in 3-point shooting 
swayed the final result. 

Taylor demonstrated  displea- 
sure with his team’s defensive per- 
formance, especially compared 
to their performance earlier in the 
week against UC Riverside. 

“We hold UC Riverside to 48 to- 
tal points and then tonight, we let 
a team come in and double that ef- 
fort,’ Taylor said. “That’s on us. We 
have to be better.” 

The loss dropped the Titans to a 
4-6 conference record and eighth 
place in the Big West. CSUF is 
now only one game ahead of Long 
Beach State for the final spot in the 


Big West Tournament. 

Davis improved to 4-5 in the Big 
West and are tied for fifth with UC 
Riverside and Cal Poly San Luis 
Obispo. 

Coming off the bench, Caleb 
Fuller scored 23 points for the Ag- 
gies to lead all players. Stefan Gon- 
zalez scored 14 points for Davis, 
with 12 off of 4-6 shooting from the 
3-point line. 

Jackson Rowe led the Titans 
with 21 points on 6-10 shooting. He 
also led CSUF with nine rebounds. 
Three other starters for the Titans 
also reached double digits in scor- 
ing, but the bench only added five 
points in support. 

The Titans started the game 
strong with a 7-3 run. Davon Clare 
was the driving force behind this 
start as he converted a steal into 
a fast break layup and then hit a 
3-pointer. 

However, the Aggies respond- 
ed by scoring 10 straight points to 
take a six-point lead with just over 
13 minutes left in the half. The run 
was ushered by 3-pointers made by 
Rogers Printup and Fuller. 

CSUF and UC Davis traded bas- 
kets for a few minutes, but the Ag- 
gies held a 19-14 lead with 11 min- 
utes left. 

Davis then hit 3-pointers on three 
straight possessions, including two 
straight from Stefan Gonzalez to 
build a double-digit lead. The Ti- 
tans battled back throughout the 
rest of the half, but Davis did not let 
the game get too close over the next 
eight minutes. 

Wayne Arnold hit a corner three 
and cut the deficit to nine just be- 
fore the conclusion of the half. The 
Aggies missed several opportuni- 
ties to get the lead back to double 
digits as Damion Squire and Elijah 
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Aggie’s shooting douses CSUF defense 
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Jackson Rowe goes for a layup against UC Davis on Saturday night at Titan Gym. 


Pepper both missed shots. However, 
UC Davis still held a 44-35 lead at 
halftime. 

The Titans started the second 
half strong with two made free 
throws from Brandon Kamga and a 
jump shot from Rowe. The Aggies 
stayed strong and did not let the Ti- 
tans gain momentum as they again 
built a 10-point lead with 15 min- 
utes left in the game. 

The Titans did not give up as 
Brandon Kamga hit a 3-pointer to 
decrease the Davis lead to 59-54. 
However, the Aggies pushed their 
lead to nine with another 3-pointer 
from Pepper with just under eight 
minutes left. 

The Titans responded with a 
dunk from Vincent Lee to make it 


70-67, but the Aggies held a three- 
point lead going into the final min- 
ute of the game. 

Ezra Manjon hit a jump shot with 
45 seconds left to push the Davis 
lead to five. Rowe then turned the 
ball over on the next possession and 
the Aggies hit free throws in the fi- 
nal minute to end the game. 

The Titans’ next game is Satur- 
day at Titan Gym as they host Cal 
Poly SLO. 

The Mustangs are 4-5 in the Big 
West but are riding a two-game 
winning streak. Cal Poly SLO is 
coached by former CSUF associate 
head coach John Smith, who will 
be making his return to Fullerton 
since the Mustangs hired him last 
March. However, Taylor said he is 


more concerned with coaching his 
players than the return of his former 
assistant. 

“To me it doesn’t matter, I just 
want to win,’ Taylor said. “I’m 
committed to focusing on trying to 
find a way to get my group to play 
as hard as we possibly can and they 
happen to be the next opponent 
with all due respect.” 

Taylor said he hopes his team 
brings more energy in the next two 
home games in order to get back in 
the win column. 

“They have to have a different 
sense of urgency to get that done. 
They have to play with a different 
desperation and a different level of 
commitment to the defensive end of 
the floor,’ Taylor said. 


Shutout: Pitching dominates competition 


CONTINUED FROM | 1 


Freshman Megan Delgadil- 
lo was efficient at the plate, go- 
ing three for four in the leadoff 
spot. Richard added three hits 
and four RBI’s in the Titan’s 
victory. 

In the night cap for Fullerton’s 
double header, the Titans found 
themselves on the other side of 
the win column after being dealt 
their first defeat of the weekend 


and their season by Pacific. 

Janelle Rodriguez scored the 
only run of the contest for the 
Titans on a solo-shot home run 
in the bottom of the fourth that 
tied the game, 1-1. 

The Tigers pounced on their 
opportunity to take the lead and 
break the tie in the fifth, as they 
scored three runs in the top half 
of the inning. Madeline Domin- 
go added an extra insurance run 


to put the game away for good 
with a solo home run down the 
left field line in the sixth. 
“We've got to work on some 
curveballs. We were exposed 
last night to chasing some pitch- 
es out of the zone. We up to that 
point had been doing a good job 
of hunting the pitch,” Ford said. 
Martinez pitched a gem in the 
weekend’s final game going sev- 
en scoreless innings while only 


allowing two hits. 

To conclude the series, CSUF 
turned their fortunes around 
from the night before by sound- 
ly handing Loyola Marymount 
their second loss of the after- 
noon. Despite over an hour delay 
from the previous games, the Ti- 
tans came out of the dugout with 
a sense of spirit and camaraderie 
that helped them earn the victo- 
ry in the last game of the Titan 


Classic. 
“Ending the tournament was 
Dani Martinez - her perfor- 


mance was fantastic. Two hits 
was just what we needed to end 
this tournament on a high note,” 
Ford said about the pitcher. 

The Titans return to the field 
against Brigham Young Univer- 
sity on Friday in the Campbell 
Cartier Tournament at San Di- 
ego State University. 


Titans bounce back against UC Riverside 


Coming off a loss to UC 
Davis, CSUF defeated UC 
Riverside, 71-61. 


BRYAN VALLADARES 
Asst. Editor 
TREVOR VERNOLA 
Staff Writer 


The Cal State Fullerton women’s 
basketball team endured a tough 
two-game stretch at home to close 
out the week as they lost to UC 
Davis on Thursday, and earned a 
victory against UC Riverside on 
Saturday. 

The Titans are tied for fourth in 
the Big West with a conference re- 
cord of 4-4 and an overall record of 
12-9. 

Entering the game against UC 
Davis, CSUF faced an uphill battle 
as the Aggies sat atop the Big West 
Conference. 

The Titans and Aggies went back 
and forth for the first two quarters, 
with a Titan lead for the first half, 
34-33. 

There were six lead changes be- 
tween UC Davis and CSUF over 
the course of the game, but the back 
and forth came to a halt once the 
teams entered the second half. 

Fullerton was outscored, 20-12, 
in the third quarter and 19-15 in 
the fourth, losing by a final score of 
72-61. 

The Titans were locked down by 
the Aggies defense, shooting 5-19 
from beyond the arc. 

UC Davis was also able to put 
sophomore forward Aimee Book 
on lockdown, holding her to just 
three points in 35 minutes. Book 
scored 17 and 14 points in her two 
previous games. 

Raina Perez and Taylor Tur- 
ney led the Titans in scoring, both 


netting 15 points. 

UC Riverside entered the Titan 
Gym on Saturday and were com- 
fortably defeated by CSUF, 71-61. 

“We earned this win. Wins ar- 
en’t given to you in this conference. 
And if we want to compete and we 
want to contend to be in the top 
three, the top four, you got to earn 
wins,” said head coach, Jeff Hara- 
da. “When we play with the energy 
and emotion that we played with, 
we can play with and beat anyone 
in our conference.” 

Fullerton’s defense kept River- 
side scoreless through the first three 
minutes, allowing just six points in 
the first seven minutes of the game 
— two of which came from free 
throws. 


Taylor Turney drives for a layup against UC Riverside on Feb. 8 at Titan Gym. 


“Defense I think, we got a lot of 
defensive stops and we got a lot of 
deflections. Loose balls and that led 
us to push into transition and score. 
So, I think the key today was just 
defense,” Perez said. 

Riverside pieced together six 
more points to end the first quarter, 
but not before the Titans jumped 
out to an early lead, 21-12. 

“T just think we had high inten- 
sity on the defensive end and we 
were going after the 50/50 balls. 
We were rebounding the first half 
and then that leads to transition and 
that’s what our team likes to do. So 
that’s how we got the lead,’ Turney 
said. 

Turney and Perez once again 
did the bulk of the scoring for the 


Titans in the first half, as they com- 
bined for 25 of 35 points for a score 
of 37-35 by halftime. 

“He’s hard on us, so he just says 
keep going, you know the games 
not over until the last buzzer goes 
off. He just wants us to compete and 
never get comfortable,” Turney said 
about the coach’s message to her. 

Highlanders’ redshirt senior Jan- 
non Otto pieced together a strong 
effort from Riverside to try and get 
their team back into the game. She 
finished as her team’s leading scor- 
er with 23 points going 9-19 from 
the field and converting on all four 
of her free-throw attempts. 

The effort from Otto and River- 
side would not be enough to mount 
a comeback as Perez took over for 


Fullerton and guided the Titans to 
a 71-61 win. Perez finished with 
20 points, five assists and seven 
rebounds. 

“Tt helps out our post a_ lot. 
They're down there battling with 
the other post and if us guards can 
help out that’s good for us cause 
then we can just get the ball and 
push in transition rather than hav- 
ing to wait for an outlet. ’m happy I 
helped,” Perez said. 

Freshman forward Megan Ni- 
eto also contributed a career-high 
13 points, converting four of her six 
shots from the field and five of her 
eight free-throw attempts. 

CSUF will travel to UC Irvine 
on Thursday for their next league 
game at 7 p.m 
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Xenophobia is the true virus 


The misinformation of the 
coronavirus has enabled racist 
attitudes and waves of panic. 


JULIE GARDUNO 
FOWSIA SHARIFF 
Staff Writer 


The panic surrounding the 
coronavirus is not an excuse to 
be xenophobic and racist. 

The mass hysteria ignited by 
the new coronavirus from Wu- 
han, China has spread false in- 
formation that has sparked rac- 
ist sentiments toward Asians. 
Avoiding a huge demographic 
in fear of contracting a disease 
under the guise of self-preser- 
vation is not about protecting 
yourself — it is racism. 

According to the Unit- 
ed States Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, the 
coronavirus has been around 
since the mid-1960s. However, 
the presence of live animals 
in a Chinese market led to the 
belief that the virus spread 
from animals to humans. 

There are currently 337 
people under investigation 
for coronavirus in the United 
States, with 12 positive cas- 
es, 225 negative cases and 
100 cases pending; including 
specimens that are en route to 
CDC and those that have been 
received and waiting to be 
tested. 

These 12 confirmed cas- 
es are spread across Arizo- 
na, California, Illinois, Mas- 
sachusetts, Washington and 
Wisconsin. 

Those infected with the vi- 
rus have returned to the U.S. 
after being at the center of the 
outbreak in Wuhan. Howev- 
er, only one of the 12 cases in 
the U.S. has been confirmed to 
be a person-to-person trans- 
mission, where those infected 
shared a household. 

The one case of _per- 
son-to-person transmission 
might seem like an insignifi- 
cant fact, but the reality is that 
it makes a huge difference. 
Considering how fearful peo- 
ple are right now of getting the 
virus, the odds of contracting 
the coronavirus are far from 
high. 

Richard Boucher, a _ chief 
staff physician and family 
medicine doctor, expressed 
concern over the momentum 
misinformation has gained. 
Nevertheless, he said he hopes 
people will soon pick up on 
the facts and learn about the 
coronavirus. 

In other words, the likeli- 
hood of someone actually con- 
tracting the virus is extremely 
slim. 

“For here in the U.S., I 
would say the likelihood is 
low. Reports constantly come 
out from the CDC and PHD’s 
advising us on the current 
condition and how we should 
approach the problem,” ac- 
cording to an email from 
Boucher. 

The coronavirus is an epi- 
demic and people should be 
worried, but not here. There’s 
a much more prevalent enemy 
that deserves the public’s at- 
tention: the flu. 

The flu has infected between 
22 million to 31 million peo- 
ple, with over 12,000 deaths 
ranging from Oct. 1, 2019 to 
Feb. 1, 2020. These numbers 
are far greater than not only 
the amount of American cit- 
izens infected with corona- 
virus, but also the number of 
people officially diagnosed 
globally. The number of global 
coronavirus cases is currently 
sitting at 31,481. 

The flu is just as deadly, if 
not more so, than the corona- 
virus. The question remains: 
are people more worried about 
the coronavirus than the flu 
simply because a demograph- 
ic has been attached to the 
former? 

“It is important to moni- 
tor novel viruses such as the 
one from China, but the flu 
should be as well,” accord- 
ing to an email from Boucher. 
“This might be fueled by mis- 
information, which if dissem- 
inated, seems to gather much 
more momentum (panic) than 


is warranted.” 

One example of this is the 
circulation of a fake CDC no- 
tice with a warning of a pos- 
sible coronavirus outbreak in 
Carson, CA. The notice lists 
five specific addresses of 
where supposed patients vis- 
ited and a time frame. How- 
ever, the official LA Public 
Health Twitter page tweeted 
a news release titled, “Beware 
of False Information,” along 
with a screenshot of the false 
notice. 

The amount of misinforma- 
tion that is intentionally being 
spread to harm the Asian com- 
munity is not only a disservice 
to those diagnosed, but also 
to those who are trying to live 
their lives without fear. 

Korin Chao, a_ half-Viet- 
namese,  half-Chinese _ stu- 
dent, third-year communica- 
tions major said she believes 
the virus is a way for people to 
share their thinly-veiled racist 
humor. 

“I feel like it’s just another 
excuse for racist people to just 
say like ‘Oh, they eat dogs’ 
and ‘Oh, this is why they’re 
getting it,” Chao said. “I feel 
like a lot of us Asian people 
also feel like we have to ex- 
plain ourselves or defend our- 
selves extra because of this.” 

A Twitter user shared a sto- 
ry that was similar to Chao’s, 
in which an Asian Uber driv- 
er reassured his passenger 
that he wasn’t sick. These sit- 
uations not only highlight the 
mediocre and biased attitudes 
that are directed at Asian peo- 
ple, they also show that Asians 
have to compromise their per- 
sonal information for the re- 
assurance of those with over- 
blown ideas regarding the 
virus. 

The racialization of the 
coronavirus not only reaffirms 
stigmas that contribute to the 
Asian community’s marginal- 
ization in society, but also de- 
humanizes them. The stigma- 
tization of the coronavirus can 
be likened to the Ebola virus 
outbreak in 2014. It’s a pattern 
that attaches itself to one out- 
break after another. 

Ebola, which was first dis- 
covered in 1976 in the Demo- 
cratic Republic of Congo, has 
been linked to the Black com- 
munity and even has a web- 
site dedicated to racist memes, 
which has spread to other so- 
cial media sites. 

James Charles, influenc- 
er and YouTube personality, 
landed himself in hot water 
after tweeting about possibly 
contracting Ebola when travel- 
ing to Africa. 

It’s important to note here 
that Charles was_ traveling 
to South Africa, where there 
were only two recorded cas- 
es of Ebola in 1996. It’s also 
worth mentioning that in his 
apology, Charles referred to 
the continent as a country. 
This is an example of how 
these viruses have become so 
racialized to the point where 
race becomes synonymous 
with them, and how individu- 
als interchange different eth- 
nicities as one group. 

The internet is notorious for 
being a platform where users 
can share laughs, memes and 
everything in between. How- 
ever, there’s a huge difference 
between a harmless joke and 
one that targets and fosters 
an environment that enables 
exclusion. 

Memes can be funny, and 
today, are used as a cop- 
ing mechanism for disasters. 
However, there’s a line — al- 
beit a very thin one — where 
memes can be hurtful rath- 
er than funny. When memes 
come at the expense of a de- 
mographic, filled with micro- 
aggressions and willful igno- 
rance, it becomes racist. The 
fear surrounding the virus has 
exposed deep-rooted racism 
within individuals, who rare- 
ly contemplate the damage of 
their words. 

At a time like this, we 
should be aiming for solidar- 
ity and educating ourselves 
with the facts, not targeting a 
specific group with the goal of 
fear-mongering. 
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2019 - 2020 U.S. Flu Season 


180,000 (@ 310,000 (0.6% - 0.8%) 
10,000 fo 25,000 (0.0% - 0.01%) 


8.6 million to 12 million (30.9% - 31.3%) 


19 million to 26 million (68.4% - 67.8%) 


BB au itinesses 
HB flu medical visits 
flu hospitalizations 


flu deaths 


Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
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[ Album | 070 Shake debuts first album 


Th genre-bending hip 
hop record gives a fresh 
take on electric soul. 


ALEX BOSSERMAN 
Asst. Editor 


070 Shake’s soaring chorus in 
her song “Ghost Town” is an an- 
themic hook that cuts through the 
cacophony of periphery dramas, 
super-massive egos and ambitious 
projects at Kanye West’s listening 
party. 

Below the Teton mountain range 
in Wyoming, 2018, amongst the 
clean air and starry nights, a slew 
of artists held writing sessions and 
shared lyrics and joints while hud- 
dled around bonfires, far from the 
city lights and big reputations that 
surrounded them. It was a classic 
creative divination via nature sce- 
nario, headed by none other than 
West and hip-hop titans like Kid 
Cudi and Pusha T. 

West, amidst a media frenzy at 
the time, supervised multiple crit- 
ically acclaimed projects during 
the camp, but his personal release, 
Ye, while introspective and fun at 
parts, lacked focus. 

A moment of clarity was 
achieved when 070 Shake allowed 
her music to permeate through the 
crowd of the music’s industry most 
cutting edge artists. 

Her voice is soulful, androg- 
ynous and aligns perfectly with 
disaffected yet optimistic listeners 
that croon alongside her. Fresh- 
faced and uniquely named, 070 
Shake makes a name for herself 
amongst the record label, G.O.O.D. 
Music with a single feature. 

The question, then, was where 
would she go with her newfound 
freedom? 

Shake stepped onto the stage at 
an interesting time. In 2018, artists 
were reacting to tumultuous head- 
lines and current events, with pol- 
itics and culture mixing and then 
clouding the perceptions of cre- 
ators and consumers. 

Her debut album was released 
in January 2020, a time that is 


LEISURE 


marked by new beginnings and 
clear intentions. The album art- 
work depicts a cyborg version of 
070 Shake, tethered by wires and 
cables that simultaneously keep 
her alive and hold her back in sus- 
pension. It’s a beautiful representa- 
tion of a genre-bending hip-hop re- 
cord that feels fresh. 

“Modus Vivendv’, directly trans- 
lated to “a way of living,” or also 
to represent the coming together 
of conflicting parties, is perhaps a 
remark aimed at her fame’s origin, 
but more importantly, a work that 
celebrates the oscillation between 
love and fear, togetherness and 
isolation. 

The tracks are full of strings 
and orchestras that rise and 
decompress. 

070 Shake’s autotuned voice 
drifts along and lifts off through 
spaces of synthesizers and choirs 
that you might hear in science fic- 
tion films. Some of the melodies 
are reminiscent of electro-trance 
songs from bands like Orbital. 

070 Shake’s way of living is 
certainly unique, as the joining of 
such elements with hip-hop, soul 
and R&B is unlike anything hap- 
pening in the mainstream media. 
The combination of cinematics 
and drama is quiet and spacious 
in some parts, then bombastic and 
loud the next. 

Take “The Pines,’ an anxious 
and dark picture of someone pre- 
dicting the end of a loving rela- 
tionship. Shake’s voice whines and 
then pitches upwards like a broken 
robot, before strings enter left stage 
and hurl her into a frantic chant- 
ing that leads into the next track, 
“Guilty Conscious.” This track in- 
cludes her worst fears which are 
realized alongside upbeat ‘80s 
synthesizers. 

The music video for the track, 
masculinity postures and attempts 
to account for emotional voids, 
but ultimately fails. For this rea- 
son, 070 Shake’s adoption of ‘80s 
nostalgia succeeds as it attempts to 
contrast the previous failed ideas 
of yesteryear with the yearning for 
a brighter future. 


SAVE-THE-DATE 


Feb 11: 
Feb 13: 
Feb 14: 


Feb 21: 


Ducks vs. Blues at Honda Center 
Women’s Basketball UCI vs CSUF 
Talich Quartet 


President’s Day (Campus Closed) 
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Part of that brighter future in- 
cludes refocusing on what is most 
important in life. In “Nice to 
Have,” 070 Shake rejoices in the 
potential emotional vulnerability 
has to provide what so many crave, 
“Tt’s nice to have someone to hold 
you / Tell you they chose you / 
Someone you can’t fool ‘cause they 
know you.” 

Isolation is addressed in “Un- 
der the Moon,” wherein 070 Shake 
admits to behaving haphazard- 
ly in her lovers’ absence, looking 
up at the moon and forgiving her- 
self, “Not far even when you leave 
/ what happens under the moon / it 
stays under the moon.” A section 
of horns accentuates the chorus, 
like something you'd hear during 
a monster reveal in a Ridley Scott 
movie. 


In recognized infidelity and trust 
as a point of contention previous- 
ly, “Terminal B” makes the pur- 
suit of love and connection all the 
more painful. “And then I start to 
wonder / ‘Why can’t I feel it with 
another?” 070 Shake’s voice rever- 
berates more than anywhere else 
on the album, a heavy synth ap- 
pearing to build the arrangement 
into a five-minute-long emotional 
monster. 

There are points where a ze- 
nith is never reached — tracks 
like “Microdosing” contribute to a 
variance in sound but are ultimate- 
ly meandering. While comparisons 
to West might be cheap, especial- 
ly considering his producer Mike 
Dean’s involvement, some tracks 
feel like empty vessels that need a 
clearer identity and direction. 
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NY 
ES 


(Mar. 21- 
Apr. 19) 


You bring a vibrant imagination 
to your daily routine today, 
taking an inventive approach 
to everything from your diet to 
your work habits. These new, 
innovative methods now hold more 


Lia 


(Sep 23- 
Oct. 22) 


power than time-honored techniques. 


AU 
RUS 


(Apr. 20- 
May 20) 


You have an opportunity 
to bring your creations and 
ideas before a group for 
their consideration today. 
Your associates can help 


COR 
PIO 


(Oct. 23- 
Nov. 21) 


Your 
beauty in the world may be 
satisfied by attending a poetry 
reading or visiting a museum. 
You can see beyond what you 
normally would during this time. 
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Weak points seem to be the re- 
sult of thoughtful reservation. Art- 
ists like FKA Twigs brilliantly toe 
the line between experimental ag- 
gression and softness, a balance 
rarely found in an artists’ forma- 
tive years. Most of the time, 070 
Shake finds a balanced serenity in 
her space. 

“Modus Vivendi” is a beautiful 
flight through the universe, a med- 
itative and grand experience of an 
album that is none more evidenced 
by than the final track “Flight319.” 
Airy synths open the atmosphere 
and glide the listener along as she 
sings, “Ill never know / How long 
I'll stay / how far Pll go.” 

She settles us down and reas- 
sures the potential the future holds 
that makes us want to see what 
happens next. 


penchant for finding 


You’re invested in friendship 
and community right now, 
so talk to the group about 
making improvements to the 
space that you share. If there 


realize a bold proposal, so be open 
to accepting their advice. 


EM 


Negotiating between personal 


and_ professional _ interests 

INI could become a central theme 

(May 21- of the day. Protect your private 
Jun. 20) 


life while doing business, as you 
require a peaceful retreat where you 


can escape the pressures of public life. 
AN You are purposeful in your 
communications and could 


U C E R encounter some curious 
un. 


Jul. 22) conversations about belief, 


faith, and different methods 
of reasoning today. You are guided by 
your empathic nature. 


| £0 


(ul. 23- 
Aug. 22} 


Your focus is on arranging 
finances and carefully 
considering purchases now. 
Minor complications with 
resources or possessions can 
disrupt your planning, so it’s important 


to go with the flow. 
| R Whereas you are always 
watchful and attentive to 
GO the details of what needs 
(Aug. 23- to be done, your other half 
Sepa) wants to escape from reality 
and abandon responsibility. Have an 
open discussion about your concerns. 


is something you feel strongly about, 
be aware that others may disagree. 


AGITT 
ARIUS 


You're done playing politics 
and are eager to express 
your innermost thoughts 


as ay now, but use discretion 
, when sharing _ sensitive 
information. Private — conversations 


shouldn’t happen in open spaces. 


APRI 
CORN 


(Dec. 22- 
Jan. 19) 


There is some tension 
between your need for 
security and a desire 
for adventure today. 
Positive opportunities for 
personal growth come when you are 
open to them. 


QUA 
RIUS 


lan. 20- 
Feb. 18) 


You are always involved 
in deep contemplation 
while you engage in 
business. Therefore, when 
you experience a financial 
shortage or lack of support, you 
become imbalanced in your thinking. 


IS 
CES 


A balance must be struck 

in your relationships and 

friendships. You want to break 

(Feb. 19- down barriers and dissolve 

Mar. 20] boundaries, but a companion 
desires rules, deadlines, and labels 
now. 
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Review: The Oscars got it correct 


Filmakers and actors rejoiced 
at the Oscars inside the 
Dolbe Theatre this Sunday. 


KASON CLARK 
Editor 


The 92nd Academy Awards 
got it right awarding best pic- 
ture to “Parasite.” Leading up 
to the night, there were predic- 
tions that “1917” would win the 
award. Thankfully, the Acad- 
emy avoided making that mis- 
take. While “1917” is a technical 
achievement and a great theatri- 
cal experience, in the long run, it 
will never have the same impact 
as “Parasite.” 

“Parasite” is one of those rare 
films that combines entertain- 
ment and themes. “Parasite” 
was both one of the funniest and 
most thrilling films of the year 
and had a story with characters 
that anyone could get wrapped 
up in. However, it does not sacri- 
fice having something to say for 
the sake of entertainment. 

Another best picture nomi- 
nee, “Joker” looks at the theme 
of classism, similar to “Para- 
site.” However, “Joker” address- 
es it with much less nuance as 
all the elitist characters in the 
film, Thomas Wayne and talk 
show host Murray Franklin, are 
antagonistic jerks who treat Ar- 
thur Fleck poorly. This leads Ar- 
thur to take on the persona of 
the Joker. During the film’s cli- 
max, Arthur blurts out the film’s 
message about society’s effects 
on him, robbing the film of any 
subtlety. 

“Parasite,” on the other hand, 
deals with classism more com- 
plexly. The wealthy family in 
the film are not outright antago- 
nistic or immoral, as they offer 
jobs to the poor. However, the 
film demonstrates a definitive 
gap between the rich and poor. 
Still seeing the poor as less than, 
the rich family insults the poor 
family behind their backs. 

The protagonistic poor family 
in the film is also complicated as 


they commit immoral acts to get 
ahead and leave others behind. 
“Parasite” is not so black and 
white as it demonstrates class di- 
vision, making it a film that peo- 
ple will discuss and contemplate 
about long after seeing it. 

The Academy further recog- 
nized “Parasite” by awarding 
Bong Joon-ho the Oscar for best 
director. He deserved it over the 
likes of Todd Philips, whose ap- 
proach to “Joker” was less his 
own and more aping the style of 
Scorsese’s “Taxi Driver.” While 
Scorsese and Quentin Taranti- 
no both directed their films well 
and Sam Mendes should be com- 
mended for making it, “1917” 
seemed like one long take. 

Joon-ho’s direction on “Para- 
site” made it an efficient, high- 
ly-entertaining and _ visually 
striking film that sticks with the 
audience. 

“Parasite” received another 
rightfully deserved award for the 
best original screenplay. Joon- 
ho’s script is hilarious and fast- 
paced, but it is also combined 
with social commentary for a 
strong effect. 

The Academy further award- 
ed “Parasite” by awarding it best 
international film. As best pic- 
ture winner, it only made sense 
for the film to win this award as 
well. The only other strong com- 
petitor in this category was the 
Spanish-language film “Pain 
and Glory,” leaving little debate 
if “Parasite” would win. 

Although “Joker” did not win 
best picture, Joaquin Phoenix 
won best actor for his perfor- 
mance. Phoenix gave a power- 
house performance as the men- 
tally-ill clown. While he was 
great, it would have been nice 
if the Academy had recognized 
a more subtle performance, such 
as Antonio Banderas in “Pain 
and Glory.” But, Phoenix has 
had a great career and the fact he 
had not won an Oscar before is a 
travesty, so it was his time. 

The first winner of the night, 
Brad Pitt, received the Oscar 
for best-supporting actor. Pitt 
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beat out Anthony Hopkins for 
“The Two Popes,’ Tom Hanks 
in “Beautiful Day in the Neigh- 
borhood,” and Joe Pesci and Al 
Pacino for “The Irishman.” Of 
the nominees, Pitt was the right 
choice as he turned his character 
into a cool and suave rogue who 
is easy to love despite his many 
faults. 

Renee Zellweger and Laura 
Dern won best actress and best 
supporting actress respective- 
ly. It was Dern’s first win for 
her performance in “Marriage 
Story” after being nominated 
two previous times. Zellwegger 
won for her lead role in the bi- 
opic “Judy,” making this her sec- 
ond Oscar after winning one for 
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best supporting actress for “Cold 
Mountain.” 

The show itself was fine and 
forgettable as usual. Like last 
year, the ceremony did away 
with a host and presenters. Ex- 
cept for a hilarious bit where 
James Corden and Rebel Wilson 
reprised their characters from 
the film “Cats,” most of the bits 
were at best bland. 

One of the biggest surprises 
of the night was Eminem’s per- 
formance of his Oscar-winning 
song “Lose Yourself” at the end 
of a montage of iconic music in 
film. While the show itself was 
good, the reactions in the crowd 
were the most fun. Seeing Idi- 
na Menzel seem confused and 
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Martin Scorsese not seem to 
have any interest at all stuck out 
in particular. 

Many of the musical numbers 
went about as expected. Some- 
one comes out and sings one of 
the nominees for best original 
song. 

The show featured a tribute 
to late filmmakers with a per- 
formance by Billie Eilish. This 
served as a way to honor those 
who contributed to the creativity 
of the industry. 

If the Academy continues to 
recognize truly great films like 
“Parasite,” regardless of things 
such as subtitles and nationality, 
it may become an institution that 
does represent the best in film. 
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8 Lifestyle 


Five local Instagram 
worthy dessert spots to 
escape a heavy workload. 


CARLY SABLAN 
Asst. Editor 


After a long day of walking 
around campus and studying for 
upcoming quizzes and exams, 
it’s time that students reward 
themselves for their hard work. 
Whether it’s a_thirst-quench- 
ing beverage or a mouthwater- 
ing treat, there are many dessert 
places around Cal State Ful- 
lerton to please students’ crav- 
ings or help them snap a cool 
photo to add to their Instagram 
aesthetic. Here are some of the 
tastiest and Instagram worthy 
dessert places around CSUF. 


Moo Cafe 

Love boba and soft-serve ice 
cream? Moo Cafe is located 1.2 
miles away from campus. Cus- 
tomers have the option of any 
of the following soft-serve ice 
cream flavors: ube, premium 
matcha Japanese, black sesame 
or vanilla milk. 

One may add boba as a top- 
ping to the ice cream to satis- 
fy their ice cream and boba fix. 
If one prefers enjoying their 
boba with a beverage instead, 
Moo Cafe offers a wide range 
of drinks to choose from. There 
are fresh fruit teas, brewed tea, 
coffee and yogurt and special 
drinks. Customers can even 
enjoy their boba or ice cream 
while posing in front of the 
wall blooming with flowers for 
photos. 


The Loop: Handcrafted 

Churros 

Looking for the perfect com- 
bination of soft-serve ice cream 
and churros? Only 2.5 miles 
from campus, The Loop: Hand- 
crafted Churros can satisfy your 
craving. The Loop: Handcrafted 
Churros serves handmade chur- 
ros to customers looking for fun 
and unique desserts. With 15 


different churros flavored with 
varying toppings from s’mores 
to matcha Fruity Pebbles, the 
Loop satisfies every craving. 
The unique presentation of the 
dessert also provides the perfect 
opportunity to showcase the 
creativity of each dessert. 


CHOUX CREME 

Claiming to serve the freshest 
ice cream in Fullerton using liq- 
uid nitrogen, Choux Creme pro- 
vides its customers with many 
options. Located 2.8 miles from 
campus, the ice cream shop al- 
lows their guests to customize 
their dessert orders with pas- 
tries. There are the options of 
cookies, churros and french 
cream puffs to create the ulti- 
mate ice cream sandwich, fun- 
nel cake or cup. 

With over 20 ice cream fla- 
vors and many toppings to 
choose from, the  possibili- 
ties are visually and tastefully 
pleasing. 


Paris Baguette 

There’s no need to travel to 
Paris to have a taste of French 
pastries and desserts. At 6.9 
miles away from CSUF, in the 
city of La Habra, Paris Ba- 
guette offers fruit tarts and fruit 
pastries. The French bakery en- 
tices customers as they walk in, 
greeted with the visually ap- 
pealing desserts through the 
glass windows. 

From colorful macarons to 
tarts topped with fresh fruit, 
Paris Baguette may tempt cus- 
tomers to leave with more good- 
ies than planned. This place is 
the perfect opportunity for cus- 
tomers to fool other people into 
thinking they visited the city of 
love! 


Cha2o0 

Cha20 is a _ Vietnamese 
restaurant and dessert lounge 
that is 3 miles away from CSUF. 
Besides the delicious food and 
desserts, customers have many 
options for a variety of boba 


drinks. There are options for 
milk teas, fruit teas, smoothies 
and slushies. 

Cha2o also serves Vietnam- 
ese desserts, which contain 
grass jelly, noodle jelly, coco- 
nut juice and other ingredients 
listed under their Sweet Treats 
menu. This restaurant also 
serves four different types of 
snow ice covered with milk and 
various toppings. The ambiance 
of the restaurant along with 
an array of different colors of 
lights gives customers the per- 
fect photo opportunity to show 
off their yammy desserts. 
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Isabella Galvan, a first-year 
public health major, said she 
loves how close and convenient 
Cha2o is to CSUF. She said that 
the restaurant is a friendly en- 
vironment that college students 
could enjoy. The interior design 
of the restaurant also doesn’t go 
unnoticed as Galvan said, “The 
lights and plants add to the 
whole room.” 

Galvan said she tries to go 
every Friday and treat herself 
at the end of the week. Her fa- 
vorite dessert is the Leche Flan, 
which is a signature snow ice 
dessert with milk, flan, grass 
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jelly and honey boba balls. As 
both a boba addict and a lover 
of flans, she says that the Leche 
Flan dessert “is the best thing 
ever” because it has two of her 
favorite things in one dish. 

The many dessert options 
give students opportunities to 
divulge themselves in the many 
wonders of delicious treats. 
Each place gives students the 
perfect opportunity to enjoy 
themselves off-campus. With 
the eye-catching and delecta- 
ble treats, students can always 
find the right fix to satisfy their 
sweet tooth. 


Movie 
EVIE 


The DC film showcases 
female empowerment with 
a fun and refreshing take. 


BLAKE MARA 
Staff Writer 


Since the release of “Dead- 
pool” in 2016, R-rated comic 
book movies have become all 
the rage in today’s cinematic cul- 
ture. With the success of mov- 
ies like “Logan” and the bil- 
lion-dollar success of “Joker,” 
“Birds of Prey: And the Fantab- 
ulous Emancipation of One Har- 
ley Quinn” looks to capitalize on 
the R-rated comic book genre in 
a whimsical and highly stylized 
tone. 

Directed by Cathy Yan in her 
American directorial debut, 
“Birds of Prey: And the Fantabu- 
lous Emancipation of One Harley 
Quinn” concentrates on Harley 
Quinn, played by Margot Robbie, 
as she tries to live out her new 
life after breaking up with her 
puddin’, the Joker. 

In this film, the criminals of 
Gotham place a big target on 
Harley Quinn’s back and she 
must find a way to survive by 
stepping out of the shadow of 
her ex-boyfriend. She befriends 
a young girl named Cassan- 
dra Cain, who caught the atten- 
tion of the city’s biggest crime 
boss, Roman Sionis, known as 
the Black Mask, played by Ewan 
McGregor. 

Along the way, the two are 
joined by other female vigilan- 
tes, Black Canary, Renee Mon- 
toya and Huntress, who each 
have personal vendettas against 
Sionis. 

“Suicide Squad” introduced 
audiences to Robbie’s Harley 
Quinn in 2016. Though the film 
received negative responses upon 
its release, the only saving grace 
it had was Robbie’s performance. 
Without her, the film would have 
been lifeless and unwatchable 
given the drab tone and lackluster 
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characters it populated. 

Where “Suicide Squad” lacked 
in its tone, plot and characters, 
“Birds of Prey: And the Fant- 
abulous Emancipation of One 
Harley Quinn,” manages to soar 
high with its upbeat tone, down- 
to-earth story and intriguing 
characters while maintaining its 
R-rated edge. 

The film embodies female em- 
powerment with its violence, lan- 
guage and sexual themes laced 
into the action. Its’ representa- 
tion of strong female characters 
in the comic book movie genre is 
refreshing. 

Margot Robbie as_ Harley 
Quinn is the main standout of 
this entire film. Her charm, cha- 
risma and emotional beats are 
in full display once she intro- 
duces herself to the audience in 
a comedic and witty animated 
opening. 

The supporting cast, including 
Jurnee Smollett-Bell, Rosie Perez 
and Mary Elizabeth Winstead 
also give really good _perfor- 
mances when they are on screen, 
but this is Harley Quinn’s movie 
first and foremost. 

Yen’s direction flows seam- 
lessly given the film’s energetic 
pacing and colorful look reflect- 
ing Harley Quinn’s personality. 
This is further punctuated in the 
film’s action sequences, which 
are some of the most inventive in 
a comic book movie to date, es- 
pecially with one scene taking 
place at a funhouse. 

While the movie does not in- 
vent anything new in the com- 
ic book genre in regards to sto- 
rylines, character motivations 
or tonal shifts, it is refreshing 
to have a film like this include a 
large emphasis on its themes of 
female empowerment. 

The action sequences in the 
film are some of the best the DC 
extended universe has to offer. It 
almost feels equivalent to watch- 
ing a female anti-superhero ver- 
sion of “John Wick,’ which is 
highly action packed with fight 
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choreography. 

This is also elevated by the 
cinematography fronted by Mat- 
thew Libatique, whose work in 
the film is similar to his oth- 
er works like “Iron Man” and 
his previous collaborations with 
Darren Aronofsky, director of 
“Requiem for a Dream”. 

Where the movie falters is 
with its title: “Birds of Prey: And 
the Fantabulous Emancipation of 
One Harley Quinn.” Given that 
the movie is based on Harley 
Quinn rather than a female su- 
perhero team up, the other mem- 
bers are given little screen time. 

If the movie was just centered 
around Harley Quinn, then the 
movie would not feel too dis- 
jointed given the various narra- 
tive jumps used in the film. 


Moreover, there are times, 
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especially in the first half, where 
the use of voice narration by 
Harley Quinn can be distracting, 
it almost comes off as a lazy plot 
device to elevate the story. 

While Ewan McGregor gives 
a charismatic performance as 
Roman Sionis, his character can 
come off as cartoonish, especial- 
ly when he exaggerates his sa- 
domasochistic personality. His 
motivations in the film are one 
dimensional which does not help 
since his entire goal in the film 
is to acquire a diamond — a plot 
device that is used in countless 
movies before. 

Additionally, his sidekick 
and possible love interest, Vic- 
tor Zsasz, does not offer much in 
terms of character development. 

Despite the jumbled plot, 
lackluster villains and its long 
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winded title, “Birds of Prey: 
And the Fantabulous Emanci- 
pation of One Harley Quinn,” is 
a great followup film to 2019’s 
“Shazam.” By telling its own sto- 
ry without resorting to setting up 
a sequel, it succeeds with flying 
colors. 

Harley Quinn is captivating 
and submits herself as one of 
the best comic book characters 
to come out in the DC extend- 
ed universe. Similarly, “Birds of 
Prey” also does a great job with 
jam packed storyline despite the 
amount of screentime they’ve 
been given. 

Unlike “Suicide Squad,” 
“Birds of Prey: And the Fantabu- 
lous Emancipation of One Harley 
Quinn,” has a clear vision and 
can stand alone as its own story 
and nothing more. 
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